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The Purpose of Neighborhood Watch

In the past, law enforcement operated on the principle that crime 

prevention was the arrest and incarceration of a criminal. Modern 

Crime Prevention is focused on opportunity reduction. If we take 

away the criminal’s opportunity, you may prevent the crime from 

ever occurring. The best method for opportunity reduction is 

through awareness (Neighborhood Watch).
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The 3 Elements of a Crime

It’s difficult for anyone to alter a criminal’s desire or ability to commit a 

crime - don’t provide the opportunity.

Desire

Ability

Opportunity
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Neighborhood 

Watch

The four “D’s”

Deter
Ways to deter a criminal include: Alarm systems, 
exterior cameras, barking dogs, and citizen patrol.

Deny
Deny entry to your home by: Keeping doors, windows, 
and garages locked. Consider CPTED.

Delay
Make your home appear “lived in”, even when you’re 
out.

Detect
If your home looks like it has been burglarized, DO 
NOT enter. Go to a neighbor’s home and call law 
enforcement. Report suspicious activity or people in 
your neighborhood.

Perhaps more than any other crime, 
burglary is a crime of opportunity.  
Burglars aim for the easiest targets.  Most 
will give up if they can’t get in within a 
few minutes.  To keep burglars away from 
your home, make their work difficult, risky 
and low-profit. Start your prevention 
program from the outside and work your 
way in - just as a burglar would.

Also, be sure your address is clearly 
marked. A minimum of four-inch reflective 
address numbers are recommended.  If  law 
enforcement can’t find you, help may be 
delayed.
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Be Familiar with Your 
Local Resources
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Crime Mapping at 
WWW.SLOSHERIFF.ORG
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Crime Mapping at 
WWW.SLOSHERIFF.ORG
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Be Familiar with Your 
Local Resources



Smart 9-1-1



Enter all 
household 
residents

Add all 
emergency 

contacts and 
their contact 
information

Include vehicles 
and vehicle 
descriptions

If any pets live 
in the home, 

add them here

Add all mobile, 
landline and 
VOIP lines

Include home and 
work addresses
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Be Familiar with Your 
Local Resources
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Be Familiar with Your 
Local Resources
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When & What to Report 

WHEN
If you believe that a crime has occurred, or feel that something is suspicious, call it in.
 Get to a safe location and call Law Enforcement immediately

1. 911 for emergencies
2. (805) 781-4550 option #3, for non-emergency (SLO Sheriff’s Office)

WHAT

What occurred: reporting the incident right away will help deputies respond accordingly. 
Giving an accurate account will help the dispatcher determine who to send and how quick the 
response needs to be.
When it occurred: calling the next day means that the suspect has left and makes it more of a 
challenge for the Deputy. Did you recognize the person/ vehicle?? If so, a great description 
helps tremendously!!
 Race, Sex, Age, Height, Weight (thin, medium, heavy), Hair color, Clothing (describe from 

head to toe –ex: hat, sunglasses, eye color, skin type, shirt, tie, pants, shoes)
 If a vehicle: color, year, make, model, plate # if you have it: then details like; lifted, chrome 

rims, bumper stickers, tinted windows…



Local Law Enforcement 
Numbers



Prevent & Protect



Communicate
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